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Medicaid and Legislative Watch Committee

February 20, 2025



OCTF Medicaid and 
Legislative Watch 
Subcommittee 
Members

Harriet Gulbranson 

Paula Connolly

Megz Stroback

Kelly Stull

Jen Simmering

Amy Desenberg-Wines

David Thielen

Michael Martin

Falicia Beck (staff support)

Bill Loyd 

We welcome any additional persons  (voting members and volunteers) who wish to 
serve on this committee.



Agenda
◦ Review and approve minutes from last meeting

◦ Updated status of bills of interest per the strategic priorities adopted by OCTF

◦ Highlight advocacy opportunities to be sent to the full committee and ask that each person 
complete at least one action step

◦ Highlight in person advocacy opportunities in Des Moines

◦ Discuss the feasibility of a Medicaid education session for OCTF members and other interested 
parties

◦ Identify potential stories that can be included as comments for future committee meetings

◦ Identify other tasks that the committee can undertake



EMPLOYMENT

• Support the Work Without Worry Act

MEDICAID

• Overhaul at state level; reauthorization at federal level

•  A new CBPP brief reports that per capita caps are in discussion again. Iowa expenditures have exceeded 
the proposed cap in at least 4 years: by 7% in 2019, 8 % in 2020, 3 % in 2021, and 11% in 2022 which could 
mean drastic cuts. 

• Track reforms (past and future) and have a presence at public comment meetings

AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES/CAPACITY

o Waiting lists and inadequate number of providers to meet the need 

o Inadequate reimbursement rates for providers

o Direct Support Professional Workforce Crisis (see ANCOR REPORT) 

Priority Areas Adopted by the Full OCTF as of January 10, 2025

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbpp.org%2Fresearch%2Fhealth%2Fmedicaid-per-capita-cap-would-harm-millions-of-people-by-forcing-deep-cuts-and&data=05%7C02%7Cwilliam-loydjr%40uiowa.edu%7C13bf992870a4483daf2308dd2f6557bd%7C1bc445959aba4fc3b8ec7b94a5586fdc%7C1%7C0%7C638718834511552572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z7GX0UDZa4gdL9X14lh1E0gJAzVguv1n%2Bm8J5%2BGkXBo%3D&reserved=0


UPDATES







Work Without Worry Act

Draft bill not yet released. Targeted to go to committees in both the house and senate 
on 2/25/25. Two groups from the University of Iowa and one one other inclusive post 
secondary program plan to attend those hearings.  

Currently in draft form and will again be proposed by Rep. Josh Turek. 

Modeled after the bill that passed in Tennessee.  





Iowa Legislative Calendar for 
Important Date

• February 14: Final day for legislators to request bills (committee chairs may still request study 
bills after this date). 

• March 7:  First deadline (called a “funnel”). Bills must be voted out of committee by this date 
(except for tax and budget bills). 

• April 4: Second “funnel” deadline. Bills must be voted out of committee in the second chamber 
(so House bills out of Senate committees and Senate bills out of House committees).  

• May 2: 110th day of session (the "last day" - legislators lose staff and “per diem” expenses). 



Call To Action



Advocacy 
Partners and 
Tools



STAY INFORMED

• IDDC Medicaid Webinar: What is at Stake 2/7/25 at 
noon. Register here.

• IDDC Bill Tracker and Weekly Updates and Capitol 
Chat – Every other Friday at noon. 

• IDDC – Video- Medicaid: What’s at Stake and How to 
Advocate

• IACP publishes a weekly Bill Watch for members. 
Their day at the capitol is 3/27/25. Register here. 

TAKE ACTION
• ANCOR’s Protect Medicaid Take Action Tool 

• The Arc has a SAVE MEDICAID Campaign

• IDDC Take Action Center

ACTION ITEMS – WAYS YOU CAN HELP

https://capture.zoom.us/meeting/register/8ANpJCDST9OGf2F1Jx5-6g#/registration
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/bill-tracker
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/capitol-chat
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/capitol-chat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvLUL59t67c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvLUL59t67c
https://www.iowaproviders.org/login#/login
https://www.ancor.org/actions/preserve-i-dd-services-tell-congress-protect-medicaid/?_zs=vjU2m1&_zl=mPq2A
https://action.thearc.org/EM1941O?p2asource=email-2025-0106
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/take-action-center


ACTION ITEMS – WAYS YOU CAN HELP

IACP

"Hands Off Medicaid Hotline": 866-426-2631

Now is the time to make sure your federal congressional representatives 

understand the importance of Medicaid to you as a constituent and to 

people across Iowa. Call your federal representative! Here is a quick and 

easy way to call today.
• Dial 866-426-2631.
• You will be asked to give your zip code.
• Your call will be automatically directed to your representative.
• You may either speak with a staff member or be directed to 

voicemail. If you reach voicemail, please leave a message with your 
name and zip code!

Find Your Representative 

IOWA DD COUNCIL TAKE ACTION CENTER

The Take Action Center helps you explore current legislation and use prefilled 
templates to contact your representatives about issues that matter to you.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheiacp.memberclicks.net%2Fmessage2%2Flink%2Fe175d092-6573-4ec6-8ee7-ac1cc4761c4a%2F6&data=05%7C02%7Cwilliam-loydjr%40uiowa.edu%7C3014f0d837e643ea63ca08dd4aefc7c7%7C1bc445959aba4fc3b8ec7b94a5586fdc%7C1%7C1%7C638749115917531621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S3j6%2BwNuVhrWL8pbnAGjBGz0CwcXFnUP44aZD%2B9gr2I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/take-action-center




Next Steps 
for the Sub 
Committee BEGIN IDENTIFYING AND 

DEVELOPING STORIES ALIGNED 
WITH TARGET LEGISLATION

DETERMINE AVAILABILITY FOR 
VISITS TO DES MOINES AND 
PRESENCE IN FORUMS THAT 
GIVE LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

CONTINUE TO IDENTIFY 
ADVOCACY TOOLS AND BEST 

PRACTICES



BUILDING LEGISLATIVE CHAMPIONS 
and ADVOCACY PARTNERS OVER TIME

o Zoom calls, visits, and invitations to OCTF meetings outside of session with 
legislators to build relationships, explain who we are and share our areas of 
interest/stories.

o Consider supporting established Political Action Committee (PAC) Funds

 Potential Champions and Partners

o Rep. Elizabeth Wilson – has previously attended OCTF meetings

o Rep. Josh Turek – invitation extended for bi-monthly meetings accepted. 

o Rep. Chad Ingles – invite to OCTF meeting

o Sen. Art Staed and Rep. Aime Wichtendahl

o Zach Wahls

o AUCD

o Please feel free to share additional names and contact information
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